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A NEW GENUS AND NEW SPECIES OF ANOBIIDAE FROM 
JAMAICA WITH A LARVAL DESCRIPTION 
(COLEOPTERA) 


By RICHARD E. WHITE? 


An undescribed species of Anobiidae has several times been intercepted 
in coconut palms from Jamaica; it is sufficiently distinct from described 
genera to warrant a new generic name. The larval description is from 
specimens associated with adults. 


Parobins White, NEW GENUS 


General: Body quite elongate, nearly paralled-sided, nearly cylindrical in form; 
pronotum sharply margined, fully as wide as elytra; pubescence fine, appressed, 
moderate in density, evenly distributed; surfaces granulate-punctate. 

Head: Eyes distinctly bulging, more strongly so in male; antennae 11-segmented, 
⁄ to % length of body, segments 4 to 8 inclusive nearly equal in size and shape, 
last 3 segments enlarged, together nearly as long as all preceding; clypeus and 
labrum distinct; maxillary and labial palpi similar, basal segment moderate in 
length, 2nd shortest, 3rd longest and widest, pointed at apex. 


Dorsal surfaces: Pronotum wider than long, broadest anteriorly, punctures largest, 
most distinct on disk; scutellum nearly square, a little wider than long; elytra lacking 
striae and grooves, granules indistinct, punctures nearly evenly distributed. 


Ventral surfaces: Prosternum distinctly wider than long, length before coxae about 
equal to longitudinal coxal diameter, prolonged between coxae, front coxae rather 
small, oval, narrowly separated; mesosternum similar in form to prosternum; meso- 
coxae oval, narrowly separated, a little larger than front coxae; metasternum rather 
long, not declivous in front, longitudinally sulcate posteriorly; metepisternum 
distinctly widest anteriorly; metacoxae narrowly separated at center, distinctly 
transversely grooved near center, more open laterally; first abdominal suture not as 
distinct as others, curving posteriorly at center, others nearly straight, segment 1 
longest, 2 and 3 moderate, nearly equal, 4 shortest, 5 moderate; legs rather stout; 
tarsi short, broad, 2nd and 3rd segments prolonged ventrally, 4th segment broad, 
flat, 5th segment arising near base of 4th, claws simple. 


Type-species: Parobius globulus White, sp. nov. 


The genus Parobius is a member of the subfamily Dryophilinae and, 
among North American genera, is most similar in general form to Ernobius 
Thomson and Xarifa Fall. Parobius is readily distinguished from Ernobius 
in that the front coxae are oval, moderate in size, not prominent, and 
narrowly separated (they are conical, prominent, and touching in Erno- 
bius). Parobius differs from Xarifa in that the pronotum is sharply 
margined laterally; in Xarifa the pronotum lacks a margin. In Fall’s key 
to the Dryophilinae (1905, p. 131) Parobius keys with some difficulty 
to Xestobium; in the latter genus the prosternum before the coxae is equal 
to about 4 the maximum coxal diameter, whereas in Parobius it is about 
equal to the maximum coxal diameter. In reference to the world genera 
of Dryophilinae (including the Ernobiinae of some classification schemes), 
Parobius is most similar to the European and North African genus 
Ochina Stephens. The latter genus differs from Parobius in that the 
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prosternum is very short before the coxae (equal to about 4% maximum 
coxal diameter) and antennal segments 4 to 8 inclusive are serrate. In 
Parobius the prosternum before the coxae is about equal to the maximum 
coxal diameter, and antennal segments 4 to 8 inclusive are nearly globular. 


Parobius globulus White, NEW SPECIES 
(FIG. 1) 


General: Quite elongate, nearly parallel-sided, body 2.3 to 2.7 times longer 
than wide; color nearly uniformly light reddish brown to rather dark reddish brown, 
usually legs, antennal club, abdomen and sometimes elytral suture noticeably jighter 
than remainder; pubescence very light yellowish, nearly evenly distributed, moderate 
in length and density (somewhat finer on ventral surtace), appressed, that of frons 
and apex of abdomen faintly or somewhat ( ọ ) to distinctly ( â ) lengthened and 
bristling; surfaces rather finely granulate-punctate. 


Head: Frons normal ( ọ ) or rather protuberant (8), in latter instance clypeus 
appearing depressed; surface of head finely, evenly granulate-punctate; bristling 
pubescence converging toward midline; eyes separated by 1.9 to 2.1 times C@ ) or 
2.2 to 2.5 times ( ¢ ) their vertical diameter, more bulging in â; antennae about 
7, (2) or about % ($ ) length of body, Ist segment moderate in length, curving, 
2nd short, nearly as wide as long, 3rd, 4th, and Sth rather similar, longer than 
wide, segments 6, 7, and 8 similar, progessively rather smaller, segments 1 to 8 
rather shining, with rather long, bristling pubescence; segments 9, 10, and 11 
lengthened, somewhat broader than preceding segments and less shining, club 
nearly to quite as long as all preceding, 9th and 10th segments similar, widest 
apically, 11th segment longest, widest near or just beyond middle; terminal segment 
of maxillary palpus elongate, apex pointed, widest before middle; terminal segment 
of labial palpus rather elongate, pointed apically, widest at middle. 


Dorsal surface: Pronotum somewhat flattened at center, lateral margin sharp, even, 
with a series of backward projecting hairs, punctate, disk shining, with punctures 
large, well developed, granules obsolete, with feeble, flat carina posteriorly; elytra 
finely, irregularly granulate and punctate. 


Veutral surface: Prosternal process between coxae rather narrow, elongate, some- 
what broadened apically; short, broad intercoxal process of anterior margin of 
metasternum sulcate at base, posteriorly with distinct, rather narrow, longitudinal 
groove, this about % length of metasternum; Ist abdominal segment longest, 4th 
shortest, 2nd, 3rd, and Sth moderate, Sth longer than 3rd or about equal to it, Sth 
segment of @ with 2 small posteriorly directed pits near apex, that of & simple. 


Length: 2.8 to 4.5 mm. 


FIGURE 1, Parobius globulus sp. nov., lateral view, g paratype; line equals actual 
size. 
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This species is described from 13 individuals (74 6, 62 2) which 
were intercepted in palm pedicels, fronds, and branches from Jamaica. 
The data on the holotype ( 6, USNM type number 68627) are as follows: 
Ex Jamacia WI, Miami No. 6726, 58-11329, in coconut pedicel and 
frond. The allotype and 3 paratypes (2 ¢ 6, 1 @) bear the same data. 
Two paratypes (1 ¢, 1 2) bear the following data: Ex Jamaica WI, 
Miami No. 6738, 58-11331 in coconut pedicel. One paratype (2 ) 
bears the following: Ex Jamaica, at JFKIA 00040, 64-4246, in dry palm 
branch, Cocos sp. Six paratypes (3 6 6 ,3 2 9 ) bear the following: Ex 
Jamaica, WI, intercepted San Juan, PR., January 5, 1963, 63-7400, in 
palm branch. In addition to the 13 specimens in the type series, I have seen 
3 individuals with the same data as the holotype; one incomplete due to 
dissection, the other 2 incompletely formed tenerals. The latter 3 individ- 
uals are not included in the type series. All of the above specimens are in 
the U. S. National Museum collection. The specific name refers to the 
nearly globular intermediate antennal segments. The abbreviation JFKIA 
refers to the J. F. Kennedy International Airport, New York, N. Y. The 
numbers of the data refer, respectively, to the USDA interception and lot 
numbers. 


FIGURES 2-7, Parobius globulus sp. nov., last instar larva. 2—lateral view, line 
equals actual size. 3—anterior view of head. 4—thoracic spiracle. 5—abdominal 


spiracles. 6—maxilla. 7—epipharynx. 
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Last INSTAR LARVA 
(Fics. 2-7) 


Length: 4.1 to 4.8 mm. 


Head: (fig. 3) Oval, a little higher than broad, widest just below middle, vague 
frontal lines evident, in shape of an inverted y; pigmented field behind epistoma 
narrow, not sharply set off posteriorly, nearly transversely parallel, with numerous 
fairly long setae, cranium with intermixed, fairly dense, long and short setae, these 
distinctly sparser dorsally, anterior margin of epistoma with about 10 moderate 
to long setae; antennae minute, apparently not segmented, a projecting membrane 
beneath; anteclypeus lacking setae. 


Labrium: Transverse, over 2 times wider than Jong, evenly rounded at sides; 
surface with dense setae, paired marks present. 


Epipharynx: Two short coryphal setae present anteriorly, acanthoparial setae 
stout, blunt, moderate in length, about 10 each side; 5 or 6 stout chaetoparial 
setae each side, in a line; tormae short, stout, curved inwardly at base, crepidal 
field with fine pubescence. 


Mandible: With 2 nearly equal teeth at apex, cutting edge extending to and 
including tooth or ridge-like elevation between 2nd tooth and base of mandible, 
marginal brush present, directed backward; aboral surface with proximal patch 
of 4 to 6 long to short setae, distal patch of 4 or 5 rather short setae. 


Maxilla: Lacinia over % size of galea, with about 8 stout, rather short setae 
arising Near apex; galea with about 9 father short, quite stout setae, apex blunt, 
also with 4 to 5 hair-like setae; palpi 3-segmented, first 2 segments with sparse, 
slender setae, last segment pointed, lacking setae. 

Body: In lateral view narrowest at level of 4th and Sth abdominal segments, 
broadest at level of 7th and 8th segments. Prodorsal asperites on each side of 
segments as follows: abdominal segment 1 with 8 to 12 in one irregular to very 
irregular row; segment 2 with 6 to 11 in one fairly even row; segment 3 with 5 to 8 
in One irregular row; segment 4 with 5 to 8 in one irregular row; segment 6 with 0 
to 4 in one regular row; segment 9 with 5 to 12 in a lateral patch; other segments 
lacking asperites. 


Spiracles: Narrow elongate, nearly parallel-sided; thoracic spiracle 4 to 5 times 
longer than wide; abdominal spiracles 2 to 3 times longer than wide. 


Leg: Pretarsus % to % length of tibio-tarsus, claw short, slender, arolium present. 


This description is from specimens bearing the same data as the 6 
adult paratypes which were intercepted in Puerto Rico. 


Appreciation is extended to T. J. Spilman for calling the adult and 
larval specimens to my attention. 
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